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ANNEX 2

REVIEW OF THE CONSTITUTION

ILLUSTRATIONS 

Scope of Motions in Council: Council Procedure Rule (11)(b) 

(Annex 1 – Paragraph A3(ii))

Possible form of amendment:

“A motion … shall be directly relevant to the discharge of any function of the local authority and/or have a clear and substantial effect upon the County or its inhabitants of direct and specific relevance to the functions and responsibilities of the County Council and shall include nothing which is defamatory, frivolous or offensive.”  

Policy Framework Plans and Strategies: Constitution Section D Paragraph 4

(Annex 1 – Paragraph A5(i))

The following changes in the listed “discretionary” plans and strategies are suggested:

· delete Local Agenda 21 Strategy, effectively superseded by the Oxfordshire Community Strategy and corporate environmental policy;

· delete Food Law Enforcement Service Plan, now subsumed into the general Trading Standards Service & Performance Plan;

· confirm the addition of the Children & Young People’s Plan as effectively replacing three former plans relating to children’s services, early years and education development;

· replace The Oxfordshire Plan by the new plans proposed in the 15 November 2005 Taking Forward the Change Agenda report, namely:

· the Medium Term Corporate Plan;
· the Annual Report (including the Best Value Performance Plan).
Scrutiny Consideration of Budget and Policy Framework Documents: Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rule (2)(a)-(e))

(Annex 1 – Paragraph A5(ii), (iii))

The following changes are proposed:

(a) The Cabinet will prepare initial proposals for the budget, plan or strategy in hand in accordance with a timetable which has regard to the steps which will be required to be undertaken in relation to that budget, plan or strategy and the date by which it must have been approved or adopted in accordance with the law, ministerial direction, government guidance or other relevant requirement.
(b) In preparing the initial proposals the Cabinet will canvass the views of members of the public, local stakeholders and others as appropriate and in a manner suitable to the budget, plan or strategy under consideration.  Details of the Cabinet’s consultation process shall have been included in the Cabinet’s Forward Plan.  Any representations made to the Cabinet shall be taken into account in formulating the initial proposals, and shall be reflected in any report dealing with them.  If the matter is one where a Scrutiny Committee has previously carried out a review of policy, then the outcome of that review will be reported to the Cabinet and considered taken into account in the preparation of initial the proposals.

(c) Before Tthe Cabinet’s initial finalises its proposals for submission to the Council shall be referred to the relevant Scrutiny Committee for further advice and considerationshall be invited to consider and advise the Cabinet on the formulation of the proposals.  For this purpose the Proper Officer will place them an appropriate item, with such draft proposals and other supporting information as may be available, on the agenda of the relevant Scrutiny Committee (having, where necessary, referred them to a meeting of the Co-ordinating Group of Scrutiny Committee Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen of Scrutiny Committees for allocation to one of the Scrutiny Committees.)  The Scrutiny Committee may canvass the views of any person or persons, if it considers it appropriate to do so having regard to the need not to duplicate any consultation carried out by the Cabinet. 

(d) The Proper Officer will ensure that the Scrutiny Committee is given the opportunity in time, and with sufficient information, to consider the item shall and report to the Cabinet on the outcome of its deliberations before the date specified in the Forward Plan on which the Cabinet expects to finalise its proposals for submission to the Council within 6 weeks of the date on which the initial proposals were referred to them by the Cabinet, unless the Cabinet considers that there are special factors that make this timescale inappropriate. If it does, it will inform the Scrutiny Committee of the time for response when the proposals are referred to it.

(e) Having considered the report of the Scrutiny Committee, tThe Cabinet shall take into account any recommendations from the Scrutiny Committee in finalising its proposals for submission , if it considers it appropriate, may amend its proposals before submitting them to the Council for consideration.  In submitting the proposals the Cabinet will report to the Council on how it has taken into account any recommendations from the Scrutiny Committee.

Reports from Scrutiny Committees – Scrutiny Procedure Rule (11)(b))

(Annex 1 – Paragraph B2)

(b) Where the Proper Officer refers the Scrutiny Committee’s report to the Cabinet, it will be included on the agenda of the next meeting of the Cabinet, unless the matter which is the subject of the report is scheduled to be considered by the Cabinet as soon as practicable and normally within a period of 6 weeks from the date the report was adopted by the Scrutiny Committee. In such cases, the report of the Scrutiny Committee shall be considered by the Cabinet when it considers that matter. If for any reason the Cabinet does not consider the Scrutiny Committee’s report within 12 weeks then the matter will be referred to Council for review.  

Substitution for Part of a Meeting – Protocol on Members’ Rights and Responsibilities Paragraph 6(b)

(Annex 1 – Paragraph C3(ii))

(b) Any member of a Committee or Sub-Committee, other than the Standards Committee, who is unable to attend a meeting of that Committee or Sub-Committee may give notice directly or indirectly to the Head of Democratic Services of his/her resignation from the Committee or Sub-Committee on a temporary basis for the duration of that meeting only.  Upon receiving notification of any such temporary resignation, the Head of Democratic Services shall make a temporary appointment to the Committee or Sub-Committee for the duration of that meeting only.  The member so temporarily appointed shall be drawn from the list of alternate members appointed under Council Procedure Rule (1)(x) and shall have been nominated by the appropriate political group in accordance with Section 16(1) and Section 16(2) of the Local Government & Housing Act 1989.  The member so temporarily appointed shall be entitled to attend, speak and vote at the meeting, provided that:

(i) no member shall be appointed in place of more than one member at any one meeting;

(ii) the name of the member so temporarily appointed shall be notified to the Committee or Sub-Committee by the Head of Democratic Services under the item in the agenda dealing with "Apologies for Absence and Temporary Appointments"; and

(iii) his/her appointment shall apply for the whole of the meeting in question and shall qualify for the payment of all appropriate expenses, save that if a meeting stands adjourned to a different date a member may invoke the provisions of this paragraph (b) in respect of the resumed meeting as if it were a new meeting.

At the end of the meeting the temporary appointment shall cease and the Head of Democratic Services shall reappoint the original member.
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